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National LGBT 

Tobacco Control Network 

Funded as one of six tobacco 

disparity networks by the 

Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention.  

We are a project of The Fenway 

Institute, one of the largest 

LGBT healthcare 

organizations in the country.  

Network Steering Committee 



National LGBT 

Tobacco Control Network 

Because … 

• Lesbians, gays, bisexuals, and transgenders have been 

targeted by the tobacco industry.  

• Interventions to counter tobacco use are rarely culturally 

tailored for LGBTs. 

• Smoking kills more people than HIV, illegal drug use, 

alcohol use, motor vehicle injuries, suicides, and murders 

combined.  



National LGBT 

Tobacco Control Network 

The National LGBT Tobacco Control Network links people and 

information to help eliminate LGBT tobacco and wellness 

disparities. 

Evaluation excerpt 

showing how we 

network people.  



Linking People 



1. DISCUSSION listserv: 300+ 

pros who ask questions and 

talk to each other. 



2. Online directory of 100+ 

pros by expertise area: 

available for direct contact. 



3. Social networking stake 

Facebook: 1160 friends 

Twitter: 869 followers 



And information… 



4. NEWS listserv: 800 people 

who get bimonthly newsletter 



5. Direct mailings to list of 

1200+ policymakers and 

community advocates 



6. Online resource library with 

hundreds of local and national 

items.  



7. Blog (4000+ views) 



Our aim? 

TC 

communities 

LGBT 

communities 

TC 

communities 

LGBT 

communities 



Impacts 



Federal level 

Successful advocacy for HP2020 LGBT Workgroup 

Successful convening of HHS LGBT Task Force 

Joint disparity network priority statement for ARRA 

funding 

Ongoing resources/advocacy for federal LGBT data 

collection: 

LGBT Data Collection and Surveillance Briefing Paper 

Cognitive Testing of LGBT Surveillance Question 

Moving Forward with LGBT Health 



Federal level 



Federal level 

Addition of smoking questions to historic transgender 

needs assessment sponsored by National Gay and 

Lesbian Task Force 

The following data are being debuted prior to the report 

publication. Please give your card to me if you’d like the 
final report sent to you in late Summer 2010. 



Data debut:  

TG Community Needs Assessment 
TG population smoking prevalence is 30% (or 50% higher 

than the general population) 

People who’ve lost a job due to anti-trans bias? 38% 

People involved in street economies? 51% 

People who can pass easily? 27% 

People who can’t pass? 37% 

People who have all congruent identity documents? 25% 

People who have none? 34% 



Data debut:  

TG Community Needs Assessment 
Smoking prevalence rates for: 

Black: trans people - 50% v. general population - 20% 

Latino trans people and multiracial: 37% 

These are some of the 1st national data supporting the 

hypothesis that LGBT people of color smoke at increased 

rates over both their race referent group and their sexual/

gender minority referent group.  



Federal level 

Variety of Network experts participated and drove 

creation of American Lung Association’s report: Smoking 

Out a Deadly Threat: Tobacco Use in the LGBT Community 



State level 



State level 

Creation of State Promising Practices guidelines 

Cultural competency trainings with state DOH staff in AK, 

CA, HI, IN, TX, KS, IA, OH, PA, WV, and more… 

Development and offering of cultural competency training 

to state tobacco quitline vendors 

Individual TA with states to secure LGBT community 

contacts, advisors, and grantees (example: AZ) 

Routine TA presentations/webinars for state policymakers 

(example: GA) 





Current State Laws 
Courtesy of the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, as of 2009.  

Pink = SO, Blue = SO + GI 



Local Level 



Local Level 

Thriving growing diverse group of professionals/experts/

advocates that share information and are amazingly 

dedicated to this issue. (130 at last conf) 

Retention of people in the arena who are cycled out of 

direct projects 

Local LGBT agencies assisted in developing new tobacco 

control proposals/projects (through webinars and toolkit; 

20+ agencies given individual grant assistance in prior 

year) 



Local Level 

Funneling up of local 

documents/publications to 

national portal accessible 
by others 

If no publication is 

available, we capture the 

wisdom in Sharing Our 
Lessons series. 



In a members’ own words… 

 “The Network has been a much needed resource and 

centralized place to connect. I’ve never been to more 

useful convenings, or have had such ready access to a 
national pool of experts before. I have avoided countless 

duplication of effort and have really strengthened the 

quality of our work here as a result. I have also shared 

much of my work for others to adopt and we have truly 

created a community of peers and mentors that never 
would have been possible otherwise.” 



Thank you! 

The Network for LGBT TC looks forward to working with you to 

collaboratively address LGBT tobacco and wellness disparities. 

Feel free to contact us whenever needed 

lgbttobacco.org 

lgbttobacco@gmail.com 

617-927-6452   Find us @lgbttobacco on Twitter 

Scout at scoutout@gmail.com or 401-267-8337 


